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St Anthony’s Catholic Primary School 
Policy for Modern Foreign Languages 

 

This policy document sets out the school’s aims, principles and strategies for the 
delivery of languages. 
 

Rationale  
 
The learning of a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and 
cultural experience for all pupils.  
 
Pupils develop communication and literacy skills that lay the foundation for future 
language learning.  
 
They develop linguistic competence, extend their knowledge of how language works 
and explore differences and similarities between a foreign language and English.  
 
Learning another language raises awareness of the multilingual and multicultural 
world and introduces an international dimension to pupils’ learning, giving them an 
insight into their own culture and those of others.  
 
The learning of a foreign language provides a medium for cross-curricular links and 
for reinforcement of knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other subjects.  
 
Finally, learning a foreign language helps pupils to extend their communication skills 
and enhances their self-esteem. 
 

Aims and objectives 
 
The aims and objectives of learning a Modern Foreign Language in primary school 
are to: 
 

 introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun; 
 foster an interest in learning other languages and encourage children’s curiosity 
about language;  

provide enjoyment, satisfaction and intellectual stimulation at appropriate levels 
encourage children to be aware that language has structure and that the structure 
differs from one language to another; 
reinforce and expand their knowledge and understanding of their own language; 
help the children develop their awareness of cultural similarities and differences 
other countries; 
increase their speaking and listening skills; 
 develop language learning strategies that will lay the foundations for future study. 
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Speaking and listening 

 
The children will learn to: 
 
listen carefully and recognise sounds and combinations of sounds which are similar 
to, or different from, those of English;  
understand and respond with increasing competence, accuracy and confidence in a 
range of situations; 
join in songs, rhymes, raps and stories which enable them to practise the sounds of 
the language in an enjoyable and non-threatening way; 
take part in conversations at an appropriate level, reacting to instructions and 
questions and expressing opinions and feelings; 
memorise and recite short texts, prepare and give a talk on a familiar subject 
confidently and with regard for the audience. 
 

Reading and writing 
 
The children will learn to: 
 
remember grapheme-phoneme correspondences and vocabulary directly taught and 
reinforced through word games and similar activities;  
read stories and rhymes for enjoyment and to gain awareness of the structure of the 
written language; 
read, copy and write independently familiar words and simple phrases in context eg 
classroom items, display labels, weather chart, date; 
write sentences and short texts independently and from memory. 
 

Organisation 
 

At St Anthony’s Primary Primary school, MFL (French) is taught in Key Stage 2 so 
that children in Years 3 – 6 experience 30 minute lessons.  
 
In addition to the distinct subject time allocation, there are opportunities on a daily 
basis to reinforce language work and for children to practise their newly acquired 
MFL skills within the classroom and across the curriculum. For example, registration 
numeracy mental warm-ups and class routines can and often are exploited to use 
the target foreign language.  
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Teaching and learning styles 
 
A variety of techniques are used to encourage the children to have an active 
engagement with the Modern Foreign Language, including games, role play and 
action songs. Flashcards or other pictorial representations, as well as mime and sign 
language, are used to present new vocabulary, as this serves to demonstrate the 
foreign language without the need for translation. Interactive games and videos 
provide an additional model of the spoken language and contact with native 
speakers is encouraged wherever possible to involve the children in learning about 
culture.  
 
Class routines, praise, activities and games are managed in the target foreign language.  

 

Inclusion, differentiation and additional needs 
 
Work takes into account the needs, interests and abilities of the full range of pupils. 
These include: 
gifted, talented and more able pupils; 
those with special educational needs and disabilities; 
pupils who have English as a second language; 
 
Language learning activities are planned in such a way as to encourage the full and 
active participation of all pupils.  Work is differentiated as appropriate to the needs of 
individual children.  Pairs and groups for collaborative work may be made up in 
different ways, depending on the task. 
 

e-Learning 
 
New technologies can enable children to enhance their oral and written language 
skills. IPAD’s enable the children to record and present their work in a variety of 
multimedia, including slideshows, animations and movies. The Internet can be used 
to research information, including text, photos and video. This is done in accordance 
with the school’s e-Safety Policy.  

 
Assessment 
Most assessment is formative and is used to support teaching and learning and 
inform future planning.  Assessments are based on observation of children working 
on different oral activities and (where appropriate) written product.   
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