
 
 
 

  FIRST READING       Exodus 22:20-26  
The Lord said to Moses, "Tell the sons of Israel this, 'You must not molest the stranger 
or oppress him, for you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. You must not be harsh 
with the widow or with the orphan: if you are harsh with them, they will surely cry out 
to me, and be sure I shall hear their cry, my anger will flare and I shall kill you with 
the sword, your own wives will be widows, your own children orphans."  
'If you lend money to any of my people, to any poor man among you, you must not 
play the usurer with him: you must not demand interest from him." 'If you take an-
other's cloak as a pledge, you must give it back to him before sunset. It is all the cov-
ering he has: it is the cloak he wraps his body in. what else would he sleep in? If he 
cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of pity." 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM        Psalm 17  
I love you, Lord, my strength. 
1 I love you, Lord, my strength,     2. Long life to the Lord, my rock! 
my rock, my fortress, my saviour        praised be the God who saves me. 
My God is the rock where I take refuge;      He has given great victories to his king  
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold.      and shown his love for his anointed. 
The Lord is worthy of all praise:     
when I call I am saved from my foes. 
 
SECOND READING      1 Thessalonians 1 :5-10  
You observed the sort of life we lived when we were with you, which was for your 
instruction, and you were led to become imitators of us, and the Lord: and it was with 
the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took to the gospel, in spite of the great opposition 
all round you. This has made you the great example to all believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia since it was from you that the word of the Lord started to spread - and not 
only throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for the news of your faith in God has spread 
everywhere. We do not need to tell other people about it: other people tell us how we 
started the work among you, how you broke with idolatry when you were converted to 
God and became servants of the real, living God: and how you are now waiting for 
Jesus, his Son, whom he raised from the dead, to come from heaven to save us from 
the retribution which is coming. 
   

Alleluia, alleluia! Open our heart. 0 Lord,  
to accept the words of your Son. Alleluia! 
   

GOSPEL        Matthew 22:34-40  
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees they got together 
and, to disconcert him, one of them put a question, "Master, which is the greatest 
commandment of the Law?" Jesus said, "you must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second resembles it: You must love your neighbour as yourself. 
On these two commandments hang the whole Law and the Prophets also."  
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  Love  

“A person is bored to death with a story they have heard repeated over and over but have 
never really listened to.” [1] Is this true of ourselves and our listening to the Gospel stories? 
‘When we hear Jesus’ familiar teaching “Love your neighbour as yourself” we almost always 
hear that wrong i.e. we hear “Love your neighbour as much as yourself.” If we listen close-
ly to Jesus however, there is no ‘as much as’ in his admonition. It is “Love your neigh-
bour as yourself” or “Love your neighbour as being yourself—as a continuation of your very 
own being. It’s a complete seeing that your neighbour is you. There are not two individuals 
out there; there are simply two cells of the one great Life.’ [2]   

‘It is the same Source and the same Love that allows each of us to love ourself, others, and 
God at the same time! If we don’t live from within our own centre of connection and com-
munion with God, we’ll go spinning around in many directions. The true goal of all religion 
is to lead us back to the place where everything is one, to the experience of radical unity 
with all of humanity and all of creation, and hence to the experience of unity with God.  

How we embark on our journey of loving others is rooted in our personal experience of who 
we are. Love is not something we decide to do now and then. Love is who we are. When 
we get the “who” right and realise that who I am is love, then we will do what we came to 
do: Love God and love all that God has created. We are created in the image of God and 
God is love. This is the basis for the corporal works of mercy, for social justice. We were 
created by a loving God to be love in the world.’ [3]  

How can we possibly be bored if we truly listened to the words spoken in Scripture, if we 
truly listened to the Word? ‘Love is our origin, Love is our sustaining ground and love is our 
destiny. We may ask ourselves, “What will become of me if I surrender to this Love which 
permeates every moment of our lives?”  What will become of us if we don’t?’  [4] 

[1] GK Chesterton.  Adapted from  [2] Cynthia Bourgeault,  [3] Richard Rohr   [4] James Finley 
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 Last Weekend: Attendance 135. (6pm 50, 9.30am 51, 5pm 34.) Offertory £500.34 

          The CAFOD Fast Day and other donations has topped just over £1,000 — a  
                   tremendous amount.   Thank you for your continued generosity.  
 

First Holy Communions  
Today we have the final group of children who are making their first Holy Communion. 
This is a much smaller group so we can fit them into our 9.0am Mass.   Please pray for 
the children and their families at this important stage in their journey of faith.  
     We will not be starting next year’s first holy Communion preparation until after the 
New Year when things might be a bit clearer. 
 

Mass At Christmas 
Thanks for the comments and suggestions.  The proposal at present is to add a second 
Vigil Mass at 8pm and to leave the 6pm Mass for families with children. There will also 
be the usual 9.30am Mass on Christmas Day but we do not think there would be need 
for an evening Mass on Christmas Day.  It may still be necessary to close the doors once 
we have reached the maximum number we can take.  Its possible we may be able to 
have an audio or video link, into the Padua Room for those who cannot get into church.   
We might yet have to take reservations and issue tickets but that would be to the detri-
ment of those who turn up not aware of the system.  
 

The Padua Room 
 - has been nominated for an award from the Chartered Institute of Architectural Tech-
nicians, and has made it through to the final shortlist of six.   
 

Job Opportunities 
1.  Transformational Coach.  35 hours per week 
 Intact and The Building Better Opportunities projects for Lancashire aim to support 
those most at risk of exclusion from the labour market and to identify, reduce and/or 
remove barriers to engagement and employment for participants. The post holder will 
be responsible for engaging, mentoring and progressing people furthest away from work 
to improve employment prospects and engage in work readiness activity.  For an Appli-
cation Pack please contact: Matthew Beck at Intact, 49 Whitby Avenue, Ingol or Tel: 
01772 760760; or email: matthew.beck@intact-preston.org.uk quoting the above posi-
tion, or visit our website at www.intact-preston.org.uk   
2.  Community CVS are recruiting for a Volunteer Development Officer (30hrs per 
week)  for the Preston area on the Strengthening Communities Passport to Health and 
Employment Project, otherwise known as “Action for Jobs”. Details from: Steve Foden 
on 07547566054, or email kate.lee@communitycvs.org.uk. 
    
      

NHS ‘TEST & TRACE’ PHONE APP – Many buildings, including our Church, Padua 
Room, Annexe and Parish Centre now display the QR code which can be read by smart 
phones (with Bluetooth enabled) to record your attendance.  The phone app will notify 
you if you have spent fifteen minutes or more near anyone who has subsequently tested 
positive for coronavirus.  
We still take phone numbers manually for anyone not using the technology.    

   

Baptisms are now restricted to six people and Weddings to 15 people  
   

Today’s Virtual ‘Coffee Morn’  will be a Macmillan Cancer Coffee Morning -
bring your own coffee & cake!  Same log in details:  on Zoom at 11.00am. Log in:  
Meeting ID: 819 8015 2432  Passcode: 879577    Angie has a link to donate:  
https://thyg.uk/BUU004685981 
 

Masses received this week: Tom & Marie Hooper, family and friends of Maire 
Salmon. 

St. Anthony’s Parish Centre-has had to close again because of the regulations   

   BIDDING PRAYERS 
        

 We pray especially today for those priests now retired or unable to continue their ministry 
through sickness, offering thanks for the years of faithful service they have given to their 
people. 
   We pray for the intercession of the Saints, especially our own St Anthony, those ordinary 
men and women who led extraordinary lives of holiness; and we seek their inspiration in 
our own journeys through life. 
 We pray for those affected by the current pandemic; for those who are mourning, 
those receiving treatment and those who are suffering financially hardship and mental 
stress.    

We pray for the sick and the housebound of our parish and for those who care for them, 
particularly: Bill Embery, Lawrence Dunnagan, John Myerscough and Alice Myerscough, 
Kathleen Kellett, Chris Goldsmith, Frank Stanton, Betty Murphy, Marie Gardner, Joan 
Green, Carole Adnitt, Frances & Les Farrer, Moyra Toner.  
 

Pray for those who have died recently: John McDermott, Sr. Cecilia ODC; 
 

 … and for those whose anniversaries are around now: Agnes Fitzgerald, Joseph 
Billington, Helena Windley, Joe Bowers, Richard Hoggarth, John Keogh, Jack Greenwood, 
Lily Morrison, Winifred Shorrock, Thomas Lavery, John Rigby, Sarah Spence, Mary Ibison, 
Freda Fender, Sarah Smith, Betty O’Reilly.  May they rest in peace. 

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS  
for the week beginning Saturday 25th October 2020 

Sun  9.30am 

     11.00am 

       5.00pm 

St. Ant 

H.Family 

St. Ant 

John Rigby 

For our parish   

For our parish   

30th Sunday of the Year 

 

Collection: Sick & Retired Priests  

Mon 9.15am St. Ant Private intention Feast: Ss Chad & Cedd 

Tue 9.15am St. Ant Relatives & friends  Maire Salmon  

Wed 9.15am St. Ant Private intention Feast: Ss. Simon & Jude 

Thur 9.15am H.Family Private intention  

Fri   9.15am St. Ant Private intention  

Sat   6.00pm St. Ant Lily Morrison & Joe Morrison  

Sun  9.30am 

     11.00am 

       5.00pm 

St. Ant 

H.Family 

St. Ant 

Tom & Marie Hooper 

For our parish   

For our parish   

All Saints Day   

at   6.00pm St. Ant Dave Smith  


