
 

 FIRST READING           Isaiah 22:19-23 
Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the master of the palace: I dismiss you from 
your office, I remove you from your post, and the same day I call on my servant 
Eliakim son of Hilkiah. I invest him with your robe, gird him with your sash, entrust 
him with your authority; and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
to the House of Judah. I place the key of the House of David on his shoulder; should 
he open, no one shall close, should he close, no one shall open. I drive him like a 
peg into a firm place; he will become a throne of glory for his father's house. 
   
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM          Psalm 137 
Your love, 0 Lord, is eternal, discard not the work of your hands. 
1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,       2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love 
 you have heard the words of my mouth.       which excel all we ever knew of you. 
 Before the angels I will bless you.                 On the day I called, you answered; 
 I will adore before your holy temple.             you increased the strength of my soul. 
 

   3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly  
    and the haughty he knows from afar.  
    Your love, 0 Lord, is eternal  
    discard not the work of your hands. 
 

SECOND READING        Romans 11:33-36 
How rich are the depths of God - how deep his wisdom and knowledge - and how 
impossible to penetrate his motives or understand his methods! Who could ever 
know the mind of the Lord? Who could ever be his counsellor? Who could ever give 
him anything or lend him anything? All that exists comes from him; all is by him and 
for him. To him be glory for ever! Amen. 
   

Alleluia, alleluia! God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself,  
and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL        Matthew 16:13-20  
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disci-
ples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some say he is John 
the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." "But you," he 
said, "who do you say I am?"  
Then Simon Peter spoke up, "you are the Christ", he said, "the Son of the living 
God." Jesus replied, "Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not 
flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to 
you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the un-
derworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever 
you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven." Then he gave the disci-
ples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ. 
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                                       “Upon this rock I will build my church.” 
Throughout the gospels Jesus teaches his disciples through his choice of metaphors and 
similes which speak to them - and us - more powerfully than doctrines and legislations. 
Today’s use of the image of the rock, reminds us of the expression ‘He/she is as solid as a 
rock’ which we use to describe someone’s strength of character, with the implication being 
that that person will be immoveable in his/her adherence to principles and beliefs. 
Yet, let’s reflect on the image of a rock, from the smallest pebble on the beach to the 
largest and most intricate of rock formations. Whatever its size, each rock has undergone 
many changes before it has become the rock we are holding or looking at. Elements such 
as pressure, physical and chemical changes, tectonic processes, temperature, weather 
conditions and water have shaped and transformed the rock before us. And they will con-
tinue to change if they remain open to the elements. 
On the recent feast of Sts Peter and Paul we reflected on the same gospel story, and we 
saw that when Jesus said to Peter, “Upon this rock I will build my church,” he was refer-
ring to Peter’s faith and his understanding of the Christ Mystery. Peter has a moment of 
awareness of who Jesus really is - the Christ, in whom all things have their being, the 
Centre from whom we live and it is on a life centred on this awareness that Jesus builds 
his church (i.e. ecclesia: assembly of people/ disciples) 
“We all have some centre from which we live. People, things, and experiences tend to 
become our anchor point, the centre of our life. They give us our bearings and stability. 
They not only shape how we live but, more importantly, who we are becoming. Jesus is 
always inviting us to go deeper, to look within and discover who or what our life is  cen-
tred on, and then to re-centre.  The life of discipleship is one of continual re-centring. As 
the elements slowly form and shape rocks over time so does a lifetime of openness and 
surrender to all the circumstances of our lives gradually transform us into people who 
witness and testify to God’s life, love, and presence in our lives and the world.”        
                                      Michael Marsh 
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 Last Weekend: Attendance 127. (6.00pm 54, 9.30am 46, 5.00pm 27) Offertory c.£420.   

          Thank you for your continued generosity.  

 

Face coverings 
Face coverings must now be worn in places of worship (as well as other public 
places).  If you have forgotten to bring a mask we can let you have one.  
   

 There are some circumstances, for health, age or equality reasons, where people are 
not expected to wear face coverings. Please be mindful and respectful of such circum-
stances, noting that some people are less able to wear face coverings, and that the 
reasons for this may not be visible to others.   
 -  Priests in the sanctuary do not need to wear face coverings during Mass, except 
when distributing holy communion, provided they are at least two metre distance. Simi-
larly Readers do not need to wear face coverings when proclaiming the scriptures. 

   

Parish website:  Thanks to the expertise of Fr. John this has now been revived and 
updated. The weekly Newsletter is now there. There are still new items to add but its 
looking much better already. We’ve needed a re-vamp for a while.  
   

Baptisms  We welcome into our Catholic faith Alessia De Molfetta-Page who was 
baptised last week.  
We can now celebrate baptisms though there are some restrictions and we are limited 
to 30 people and masks will have to be worn.  
Weddings are similarly restricted though people are naturally being cautious about 
arranging weddings because of the uncertainty about how and when the situation 
might change.  

   

First holy Communions. Sadly we were not able to complete the children’s 
preparation for this great sacrament nor celebrate their first Communions.  We’ll tie 
things up quickly when schools get back but it will not be possible to have one first holy 
Communion Day for all the children because we are limited to a maximum of 58 people 
in church.  We’ll have to come up with a suitable way of celebrating with them.  
  

CONGRATULATIONS! To Joan Green who is 100 years old this week! Until recently 
Joan lived in her home in Filberts Close. It’s a pity we can’t celebrate it together.  
And isn’t another parishioner celebrating 100th birthday also?     

CONGRATULATIONS! To the young people who have worked hard in school and 
received the results of their work this week. Whatever the future holds for them we 
pray that they may be able to use their talents to the full. We wish them every success 
in the next stage of their journey.  
 

Virtual ‘Coffee Morn’  We have another zoom Coffee Morning today. Log in details: 
Join ZoomMeeting   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88659555473 Meeting ID: 886 5955 5473   
 

Offertory Counters Thank you to our Offertory Counters for getting back into rou-
tine. We count a week in arrears and we ensure social distancing.  
 

Masses received this week: Margaret Watson, Tom & Catherine Keane.  
  

Special Collections:  The Holy See and Bishops’ Conference have requested that the 
special collections that were not taken during the pandemic should be rescheduled for the 
autumn. Parishioners who have already put the relevant special collection envelopes in are 
not asked to give a second time. The Bishop will circulate a list of dates for our diocese, 
when these become available,                     
   

Alston Lane: The Annual Mass for Deceased in Alston Lane cemetery which normally 
takes place in September has had to be cancelled this year.        
                

   BIDDING PRAYERS 
        

  We pray for our Church that it may be a living and true reflection of the light of Christ, a 
beacon of goodness to the world and a welcoming refuge for the poor, the hungry and 
those who seek to be comforted. 
   We pray for all those in our church, men and women, ordained and lay, who have been 
called to the role of shepherd, that they may follow closely the example of Christ and bear 
witness to His goodness.   
   We pray for those who have been alienated from our Church through the misdeeds of 
those whose actions did not reflect the goodness, care and love of  Jesus Christ. 
  We pray for parents, teachers and all those who are currently preparing a safe return of 
our children to St. Anthony’s Primary School and Our Lady’s High School. 
 

We pray for the sick and the housebound of our parish and for those who care for 
them, particularly: Bill Embery, Lawrence Dunnagan, John Myerscough and Alice My-
erscough, Kathleen Kellett, Chris Goldsmith, Frank Stanton, Betty Murphy, Joan Green, 
Marie Gardner, Carole Adnitt, Frances & Les Farrer.  
 

Pray for those who have died recently: Doreen Davis, Margaret Watson, Herbert 
Rushton, Joan Anderton, Rhoda Case;  
 

 … and for those whose anniversaries are around now: Ellen Buck, Elizabeth 
Anne Allen, David Francis, Eric Evans, Veronica Conway.       May they rest in peace. 

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS  
for the week beginning Saturday 22nd August 2020 

Sun  9.30am 

     11.00am 

       5.00pm 

St. Ant 

H.Family 

St. Ant 

Joan Penney 

For our parish   

For our parish   

Twenty-first Sunday of the Year 

 

 

Mon 9.15am St. Ant Private Intention  

Tue 1.00pm St. Ant Ellen Buck  

Wed 9.15am St. Ant Joan Green (100th birthday)  

Thur 9.15am 

      10.00am 

H.Family 

St. Ant  

Private Intention   

FUNERAL MASS: Joan Anderton 

 

Fri   9.15am St. Ant Norman Mercer  

Sat   6.00pm St. Ant Elizabeth Anne Allen  

Sun  9.30am 

     11.00am 

       5.00pm 

St. Ant 

H.Family 

St. Ant 

Tom & Catherine Keane 

For our parish   

For our parish   

22nd  Sunday of the Year 

Sat   6.00pm St. Ant Margaret Mary Turner  


